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Representative Berta Gardner
Serving Geneva Woods, College Village, Green Acres,
Tudor, Taku and Campbell Park


	September 23, 2009
A Look at Roads in Midtown Anchorage
Dear Friends and Neighbors, 
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Here is Jim Lamson and I on the new Dowling Road extension, which is soon to open.


       Earlier this month, I spent an afternoon with Jim Lamson, aka “the muni Road Guy”, driving roads currently under construction in the district and others that desperately need repair.  Jim explained the muni project to map the condition of every road and street and to come up with a three-year plan for maintenance and repairs.  In the meantime, the legislative matching program of 50% state funds and 50% local bond funds is making a difference to streets in our own neighborhoods and in other parts of the city.   
       As Senator Johnny Ellis has recently reported, the Trena Street surface rehab is complete and came in under budget, allowing “extra” money for some temporary repairs of the potholes and frost heaves on Little Tree Street.  Also from state grants, patch work will take place at several locations on East 50th from Lake Otis to the east end of East 50th and on a section of Laurel Street.  
       Larger projects impacting our neighborhoods include the long-awaited Seward Highway upgrade, (providing expansion to a six lane highway with sound barrier fencing planned for Geneva Woods and Bancroft subdivisions and a new entrance from to Bancroft from Brayton Drive) scheduled to start in 2011.  To view more information on the project, please visit http://www.dowlingroad.com/. 
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Here we are on the site of the new Martin Luther King Road.


The Dowling Road upgrade between Old Seward Highway and C St and the much delayed congestion relief project at Lake Otis and Tudor will begin next year.   Highlights of efforts for Tudor Road relief include the Dowling Road extension from Lake Otis to Elmore.  Also under construction is the new Martin Luther King Road running south of Tudor from Elmore Road to the State Trooper building and connecting back with Tudor.
       Funding limitations and a backlog of need make it a challenge to catch up with repairs and plan for anticipated future needs, but that is an important function of government, and I will continue supporting maintenance and planning, with special focus on safe routes for students and other pedestrians. 

	I'm Berta and I'm still listening...
[image: signed: Berta]
P.S. You may recall last year I worked diligently with the Board of Veterinary Examiners and with veterinarians to clarify that confidentiality regulations did not prohibit veterinarians from making reports of animal cruelty to law enforcement.  The new regulation, which went into effect September 19 reads:
12 AAC 68.100. CONFIDENTIAL RELATIONSHIP.
(a) A licensed veterinarian shall maintain a confidential relationship with the client or the client’s authorized agent.
(b) Nothing in this section limits or interferes with a licensed veterinarian’s ability to report suspected animal abuse.
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