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Representative Berta Gardner
Serving Geneva Woods, College Village, Green Acres,
Tudor, Taku and Campbell Park


	Back to Juneau: 
The Session has Begun
Dear Friends and Neighbors,
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         Well, here we are in Juneau again!  The beginning of session is an exciting time; meeting with colleagues, constituents and state officials to help craft legislation that will benefit Alaska.  This session is off to a great start with all of us working hard from day one.  I am serving once again on the House Education, Community and Regional Affairs, Ethics and Rules Committees and on the budget subcommittee for the Department of Revenue – all of which keep my staff and me very busy.
         As most of you know, education is not only one of priorities but also one of my personal passions.  I have always requested assignments on education related committees.  For the past few years I have served on the budget subcommittee for the University of Alaska.   This year I am pleased to be a founding member of the new University of Alaska Booster Caucus formed under the leadership of Senator Johnny Ellis.  The UA Booster Caucus recognizes the University’s role as a leading economic driver for Alaska and supports the growth and development of the University system including student success, accessibility and research.  
         I am honored to be doing this work for you.  I believe that my legislative job includes the following elements:
·         Assisting constituents in making sure the system of state government agencies and programs works well.
·         Advocating for good legislation and state policies and for meeting the needs of the district and state.
·         Keeping  you informed about important state issues and events
·         Making thoughtful informed votes on legislation in committee and on the House Floor.  
         This year, I am particularly proud to sponsor a piece of legislation (HB 274) that commemorates our military Veterans who have been injured or killed in service to our country.   This bill will designate August 7th as Purple Heart Day in perpetuity for Alaska.  These brave men and women greatly deserve the recognition this bill would provide.  
         On a lighter note, we are pleased to welcome UAS political science intern Ellie Sica into our office.  In addition to staffing me on the Department of Revenue budget subcommittee and researching issues, Ellie will participate in all aspects of our office functioning.
         Noah Hanson has been with me for three years.  He will continue to work with me on the Education and Rules Committees, the capital budget and constituent issues involving roads and infrastructure. He loves to do research and to work on legislation.
         Virginia Allen will return helping me with Community and Regional Affairs and the Ethics committees.  She will also be handling health related and financial privacy constituent issues.  She really enjoys doing constituent work and problem solving.

	         I'm Berta and I'm still listening,
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