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Representative Berta Gardner
Serving Geneva Woods, College Village, Green Acres,
Tudor, Taku and Campbell Park


	Charging up Capitol Hill for Alaska Energy
Dear Friends and Neighbors,
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The trip many legislators made to Washington DC for Energy Council produced important results for Alaska.  Mr. Elgie Holstein, Transition Team leader for the Department of Energy, told Alaskans that we need to educate the Administration, the Department of the Interior and the Department of Energy about our gas pipeline efforts.
As has been reported, the Energy Council agenda ended in the early afternoons each day, so we could schedule appointments with officials and representatives of various offices and agencies.  We took full advantage and met with officials of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, with Capitol Hill staffers, with pipeline coordinators and, of course, with Senators Murkowski and Begich.
For myself, the single most important meeting was with Bob Simons, Staff Director for Senator Jeff Bingaman, Chair of the Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources.   When Mr. Simons told us that people in DC were scratching their heads trying to figure out what we were doing with two pipeline applicants, we were launched into a discussion of the elements of AGIA which protect Alaska’s interest in encouraging exploration by offering competitive shipping terms for new shippers and controlling shipping costs through an independently owned pipeline.  We pointed to estimates that the impact of Alaska gas in the Lower 48 will save American consumers an estimated $50 billion in the first three years, and we discussed ways in which the federal government can help us achieve our goals.
President Obama has included our pipeline as one of the top seven priorities of his administration.  We know he wants to work for energy independence, shifting to renewable energy sources and moving the nation’s vast truck fleet from diesel to natural gas.  This is a crucial opportunity for Alaska, and my own goal is to leave no stone unturned in the effort to move our pipeline forward.  
When the time comes, I will be sure to relay what we learned about the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act aka the Stimulus Plan, especially as things move forward.

	I'm Berta and I'm still listening,
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