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Representative Berta Gardner
Serving Geneva Woods, College Village, Green Acres,
Tudor, Taku and Campbell Park


	February 19, 2010
Defending Our Democratic Elections
Dear Friends and Neighbors,
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         Again and again, Alaskans have voted to limit campaign donations to keep elections fair and open. Now, our entire campaign system is at risk of being overturned. Inexplicably, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that corporations have all the rights of people, including the right to spend unlimited funds in political campaigns. What can we do to defend ourselves and our election process?
         House Bill 358, introduced today, establishes extensive and informative disclosure requirements so Alaskans will know which corporations, American and foreign, are trying to buy our elections. I am a co-sponsor of HB 358, which I expect will gain broad bipartisan support. If we can win passage of HB 358, corporations involved in political campaigns will have to disclose their top five donors. Big corporate donors will not be able to hide behind “dummy” campaign organizations.
         While we cannot reverse the Supreme Court decision without an amendment to the nation’s Constitution, we can work to defend the right of Alaskans to know who is trying to influence our votes. 

	         I'm Berta. I’m looking for the truth and still listening.
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