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Serving Geneva Woods, College Village, Green Acres,
Tudor, Taku and Campbell Park


	Do We Really Need a Special Session?
Dear Friends and Neighbors,
        In April, the summer stretched before us and for the first time in 5 years I looked forward to having large blocks of time in a summer of no campaign and no looming special session.  Even the lovely weather cooperated with renewing memories of real summer.
        The abrupt resignation of Governor Palin has changed that expectation and now, after much debate and dueling legal opinions, the legislature is calling itself into a special session in Anchorage on August 10th.
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I met Attorney General designee, Dan Sullivan. (The other Dan Sullivan) and talked with him about succession and other issues. 


        The Governor of Alaska is charged with selecting a "next in line" to serve as governor in the event that the Governor and the Lieutenant Governor cannot serve.   The legislature confirms the Governor's choice just as we confirm all the commissioners.  In the current Administration, Governor Palin initially selected, and the legislature confirmed, Attorney General Talis Colberg as the "next in line".  When Colberg resigned after the Troopergate affair, she selected, and the legislature confirmed, Commissioner of Corrections, Joe Schmidt.  
        Things got murky after Governor Palin decided to resign as Governor.  We don't know for sure whether Commissioner Schmidt declined to serve as Lieutenant Governor on the ascension of Sean Parnell to Governor, or Palin changed her mind and selected Commissioner Craig Campbell (Department of Military & Veterans Affairs) with Schmidt obligingly withdrawing his name.  In any case, the situation created confusion about the question of whether or when the legislature has to confirm the appointment.  
        We have competing legal opinions from Attorney General Dan Sullivan and from the legal advisors to the legislature.  Both say the issue is contradictory but one concludes that legislative confirmation is required and the other says it is not.  My own view is that when in doubt, it is best to meet and confirm, rather than to have decisions subject to lawsuit down the road.  I support the call to Special Session for this reason.
        While we are in session for the confirmation process, we have also agreed to override the Governor's veto of $28.6 million in stimulus funds for energy efficiency.  It is clear that the requirements for the funds (the so-called "strings") are not even close to an insurmountable hurdle when the politics are taken out of the equation.  My own view is that we can use the money in a host of valuable and effective ways.  Denying the funds simply assures more money for other states, giving Alaskans no benefit whatsoever.  Lieutenant Governor Parnell has said that he will not apply for the funds but that if the legislature votes to override Governor Palin's veto he will accept that.  I look forward to voting again to accept $28.6 million in federal stimulus funds for energy.
        I hope everyone is enjoying this glorious summer and look forward to hearing from you.  As always, I'm listening....
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