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Representative Berta Gardner
Serving Geneva Woods, College Village, Green Acres,
Tudor, Taku and Campbell Park


	Education in Alaska: Where We Are
and Where We Need To Go
Dear Friends and Neighbors,
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          Education issues are very much on my mind this session.  Last week in a decision on the lawsuit Moore vs. the State of Alaska the Court ruled that we were failing to meet our obligation to provide an education to all students.  Previously the Court had said that funding was adequate, showing once again that money is not always the answer.  We have 60 days to show the Court a plan to help students in chronically underperforming districts.
            In the meantime, our new Education committee has had weeks of testimony from many agencies, advocacy groups and departments interested in education issues. We are in the process of evaluating our overall educational system trying to see what is working well and how we can improve. 
            One of the most exciting developments is the growing partnership between our University system, the Anchorage School District, the Department of Labor, labor unions and private industry.  All groups are working together in an effort to improve graduation rates, increase participation in higher education and to assure that students are adequately prepared at each level.
There are several models around the state of successful, innovative programs.  One of the most productive seems to be residential high schools focused on vocational and technical training. Some of them have a middle college aspect, allowing students to attend two extra years and graduate with a vocational certificate or some college credit.  
The private sector has also recognized the need for different types of educational opportunities for Alaska students, while helping to develop a skilled work force.  The Associated General Contractors, for example, have effectively implemented the Alaska Construction Academies and are committed to providing vocational training for almost 1000 high school students and several hundred young adults.   
It has become increasingly apparent that in order to keep students in school and create opportunities for young people to develop skills, while helping Alaska to build a home grown work force, an equal emphasis needs to be paid to vocational training along with college preparedness courses.

	I'm Berta and I'm still listening,
[image: signed: Berta]



image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg




image3.jpeg
S




