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Representative Berta Gardner
Serving Geneva Woods, College Village, Green Acres,
Tudor, Taku and Campbell Park


	February 26, 2010
Meals from Lobbyists
Dear Friends and Neighbors,
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Representative Gardner meeting with constituents.


         There is much debate in the Capitol and in the press about whether the Legislature should raise the limit of how much a lobbyist can spend wining and dining a legislator before disclosure is required.  Currently, the threshold is $15.  HB193 would increase that threshold to $50.  Phooey on that!   We can buy our own food and drink and every penny of every lobbyist gift should be reported.
         As has been said many times, disclosure and constant vigilance is essential for keeping government open and honest.
Are we stealing from children?
         In May 2008, a new law went into effect defending the rights of children to financial support from their parents even when the parents were incarcerated.  In Alaska, a person who is incarcerated following a felony conviction - or a third misdemeanor - loses his or her Permanent Fund Dividend to the state.  The money is used for medical care of the incarcerated person and sometimes for a variety of agencies.  Representative Harry Crawford’s bill, HB366 [which I co-sponsored], confirmed a child who is a beneficiary of a child support order against an incarcerated parent should always be the first in line for that PFD. 
         Alaska law says the child should be getting that money, but it turns out the law is simply being ignored by the state. We are, in fact, collecting and spending money which belongs to children by law and by moral right. That sounds like outright theft to me.
         In the final meeting of the Department of Revenue budget subcommittee, Representative Harry Crawford offered an amendment to correct this wrong by setting aside funds for child support. With 6 members present, he and I were the only yes votes and the amendment failed.
         Our failure to send a parent’s PFD to a dependent child (through a custodial parent) is shameful and cold-hearted.  I call on Governor Sean Parnell, on Director Debbie Bitney of the Permanent Fund Dividend Division, and on Commissioner Pat Galvin of the Department of Revenue to make this right and implement the law the Legislature passed two years ago. 
PIZZA PARTY REMINDER!!!
         Let me take this opportunity to remind you about the Sen. Johnny Ellis & Rep. Berta Gardner Constituent Meet and Greet this weekend! Please come and share your concerns, issues, priorities, and our PIZZA!!! We would love to see all of our constituents!
When: Saturday, Feb. 27th, 2010
               Noon – 2 pm
Where: Tudor Elementary
                1666 Cache Drive
         If you can’t make it to this event, we will hold a second one on the weekend of March 13th, but I hope that you can come see us this weekend! If you have any questions please feel free to call 1-800-331-4930.
ALSO…
         The link below will lead you to a quick online survey. Please take a minute to fill it out so I know what I can do to better serve you and your needs. Your feedback is important to me!
Rep. Gardner's Online Survey

	         I'm Berta and I’m still listening...
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