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Representative Berta Gardner
Serving Geneva Woods, College Village, Green Acres,
Tudor, Taku and Campbell Park


	Opportunities for Alaska
Dear Friends and Neighbors,
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Today, I met with Diane Benson, Geran Tarr and Cecelia Fire Thunder from the Women’s Summit to brief about their developments this week. 


         Years ago at Rogers Park Elementary School I heard the story of a person walking along a beach covered by thousands of stranded starfish.  The person begins to throw the starfish one by one back into the water.  An observer asks “Why are you wasting your time? There are too many of them for you to make a difference.”  The rescuer replies “But I can make a difference for this one,… and this one, …and this one.”  
         I’m reminded of this story when I think about the stimulus money our Governor wants to decline on the grounds that the funds might create unsustainable programs.   Services provided this year and next year, even if cancelled in the future, will make a difference to some of our own starfish (special education students, workers in need of vocational rehabilitation, public safety needs) move toward the sea of opportunity.
         Generally speaking, the Governor has accepted money for things (capital project money) and declined money for people. The monies rejected were:
· $160 million for education, including special education 
· $17 million for Labor, unemployment, vocational rehabilitation 
· $9 million for Health and Social Services 
· $7 million for Public Safety
         Fundamental responsibility of a government to its citizens includes provision for Public Safety and for Education.  Governor Palin’s rejection of the funds directed to both of those entities is perplexing.  
         While I am not advocating new program development or adding new positions, I am advocating for acceptance of the funds and using them to achieve long term goals, such as professional development, training for our teachers and fulfilling immediate, urgent needs of folks across this state.
         The Legislature got a legal opinion addressing the issue of legislative acceptance of economic stimulus funds rejected by the governor. While a Legislature, by resolution, can request any economic stimulus funds not requested by a governor, there is nothing in the stimulus law that binds the governor to apply for or certify those funds.  We could have a situation where the legislature asks for the stimulus funds, but the governor (or executive branch departments) refuses to fill out paperwork to apply for, certify and administer a particular pot of money.  The Legislature’s resolution could become a hollow authority, absent the administration’s consent to follow the will of the resolution.
         Our deadline to apply for the estimated $420 millions in rejected funds is April 3rd.  Please let the legislature and the Governor know your views and concerns!

	         I'm Berta and I'm still listening,
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image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg




image3.jpeg
S




