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Representative Berta Gardner
Serving Geneva Woods, College Village, Green Acres,
Tudor, Taku and Campbell Park


	Opportunities for Alaska, Part II
Dear Friends and Neighbors,
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Here I met with Sitka Mayor Scott McAdams and Preschool Advocates last week. 


          A quick update on stimulus funding and education:
Alaskans have shown strong interest in the stimulus funds and in the Governor’s announcement last week that she was not accepting the portions applying to education, healthcare, public safety etc.  I very much appreciate the many people who participated in the discussion, raising concerns, asking questions and sharing opinions.   The big passion among Alaskans right now is very clearly centered around education, special needs, pre-school.
There is a legitimate concern about the national debt and the future cost to our children and grandchildren.  However, we know that funding which Alaska refuses will not be a savings to the nation, but will be made available to other states.  For me, this means there is no point in even discussing whether we should accept the money or not.  Even as wealthy as Alaska is, we have a host of unmet needs and should seize the opportunity to use our portion as wisely and as effectively as we possibly can.  Fortunately, it appears the Governor’s position is softening and I’m hopeful that when the Legislature moves to accept everything, she will ultimately agree.
In the meantime, on Wednesday morning (March 25) at 8:00 AM the Commissioner of Education will meet with the House Education Committee to talk about our options and his priorities.  The Anchorage LIO (716 W 4th, Anchorage) will open for those who want to listen, or we can make the transcript available on request. 
It is my hope and expectation that we will be able to focus on pre-k preparedness for at-risk children, on improved special education services, on immunizations for Alaskan children, on home improvements, and many other programs that can benefit Alaskans.  
The following link is a page from the Office of Management and Budget and provides detailed information on funds not yet accepted:
http://www.gov.state.ak.us/omb/10_omb/budget/Economic_Stimulus/
Economic_Stimulus_Not_Included_Op_CIP_Items_3-22-09.pdf 

	I'm Berta and I'm still listening,
[image: signed: Berta]
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