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Representative Berta Gardner
Serving Geneva Woods, College Village, Green Acres,
Tudor, Taku and Campbell Park


	March 18, 2010
State Energy Policy Passes the House 
Dear Friends and Neighbors,
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Representative Gardner along with other members of the University of Alaska Booster Caucus discuss “Growing Our Own” workforce with UA President Hamilton. 


         The House unanimously voted this week for a State Energy Policy bill (HB 306) that will set long term goals requiring measurable results on energy.  This landmark legislation was crafted after months of information gathering about local needs and thoughtful negotiations with major stakeholders.
         The Energy Policy bill addresses the economic impact that affordable and reliable energy has on future prosperity for our state.  The bill also sets realistic goals for renewable energy generation and conservation of use by 2020 and 2025 
         Although the bill has no money attached, it will serve as a good road map for future energy spending decisions.  With passage (and implementation) of HB 306, Alaska is poised to become a leader in renewable and sustainable energy projects.   These projects generate jobs in applied technology research along with training and workforce development for emerging energy technologies.
         All in all, the work on this bill was done in a bi-partisan, thoughtful way with most of the ideas being generated by a diverse group of Alaska energy experts rather than lawmakers.   It was good day for Alaska energy and jobs.
         Speaking of jobs, I really want to take this opportunity to remind everyone that about the Anchorage Daily News 2010 Spring Job Fair, Wednesday March 24, 2010 at the Dena’ina Center.  Click here for more information. There will be many employment enhancement services and many prospective employers including the Anchorage School District and Providence Health and Services.
         One last reminder on an important Alaskan issue:   the deadline for applying for the Permanent Fund is Wednesday, March 31st.  You can apply on line through the link below or find a paper application through the Booklet Distribution link.
·  PFD site http://www.pfd.state.ak.us/
·  Distribution sites for paper apps http://www.pfd.state.ak.us/BookletDistribution.aspx 
·  Pick. Click. Give. site http://www.pickclickgive.org/ 

	         I'm Berta and I’m still listening...
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