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Representative Berta Gardner
Serving Geneva Woods, College Village, Green Acres,
Tudor, Taku and Campbell Park


	Stimulus Funding: The Deadline is Upon Us
Dear Friends and Neighbors,
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         The American Recovery & Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funds continue to be a major topic of discussion as we head toward the end of session.   I have received many comments, some urging acceptance of all the funds, and some expressing reservation about doing so.   The biggest concern seems to be about “growing government”.  As the deadline for acceptance is upon us, I’m listing here a few of the options for using ARRA funds as one time funding with a big benefit to the Alaska.
· Technology improvements in schools:  A presentation this week from Juneau students described their experience with the take-home laptop computer program and dramatic improvement to their academic performances.  Technology enhancements (computers, software, teacher training) can be supported by one time funding through ARRA.
 
· Proposed legislation for virtual classrooms, accessible to districts with sufficient bandwidth, would help address the disparity between rural and urban schools: Recovery Act broadband money makes this a realistic option. 
 
· University of Alaska’s President Hamilton suggests that we seize the opportunity to use the university as “the workforce provider for the state” through the work ready certification process.  Workforce programs are very expensive because they require modern, state of the art equipment and small class sizes.  ARRA labor and workforce development money could fund the hardware for increasing our workforce training.
 
· Our university research programs are a significant, often unrecognized, industry in the state.   Our own investment for research generates 6 or 7 times that amount from outside sources.  ARRA research and grant money can be used to support research with one time funds.
         As of now, Alaska has not refused any of the money.  The Governor has met the deadline for certifying her intention to accept the funds, reserving the right to decline some at a later date.   The Departments are preparing their individual applications, and the legislature is working through the process of creating a budget for appropriating the funds.  The final form will, as always, permit the Governor a line item veto and require her signature. 

	I'm Berta and I'm still listening,
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