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	Stimulus Package: Purchase Pipe Now?
Dear Friends and Neighbors,
        Congress is vigorously debating the federal economic stimulus package. A good, constructive dialogue is what is needed to decide whether the federal stimulus package will begin our path back to prosperity. There is a legitimate concern about borrowing against our children’s future; however, the nation has a history of success with similar measures in the past.    
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          What the federal economic stimulus package could mean to Alaska has spurred much discussion in the Legislature, particularly the possibility of using any stimulus money to move forward with our gas line project.  One proposal is to purchase the pipe for our gas line now.
          The stimulus package has a “buy American” component and this bill would dove tail nicely with that mission. Alaska could help stimulate the American steel industry, reduce overseas purchases while helping to support the nation’s goal of energy independence.
          In March, the Alaska natural gas pipeline will headline the Pipeline Opportunities Conference in Houston.  Executives from TransCanada and the Alaskan Natural Gas Development Authority (ANGDA) will be there to discuss the status of their projects, including the natural gas line.  Officials from the Governor’s office, along with federal officials, will also be on hand to share the latest news from the state and federal governments. ANGDA is focused on getting North Slope natural gas to Alaskan communities as well as identifying feasible LNG opportunities for the State of Alaska, with the support of the Legislature and the Administration.
          There are many other proposals for Alaska in the federal stimulus package.  The act was devised to make investments in America’s future and help rebuild our weakening economy. These investments in our physical and cyber infrastructure, in theory, could put Alaskans immediately to work rebuilding our aging roads and bridges, providing education and training dollars and to look for hi-tech and low cost energy opportunities.
          We don’t know if the stimulus package will build economic independence or security, and frankly, I don’t know if it is the best course of action for our nation.  What I do know is that Alaska needs to be prepared to take full advantage of any stimulus opportunity that may come to us.

	I'm Berta and I'm still listening,
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