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Representative Berta Gardner
Serving Geneva Woods, College Village, Green Acres,
Tudor, Taku and Campbell Park


	April 16, 2010
The Last Days (Daze?) of Session
Dear Friends and Neighbors,
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Lurching Toward Adjournment
         I am eager to get home and visit with you in the neighborhoods again.  My newest granddaughter is almost 5 months old and in anticipation of our Sunday evening adjournment, I so look forward to seeing her, her two-year-old sister and to spending time with family and friends.  
         The 26th Legislature is winding down with the last days being a funny mix of hurry up, hurry up and then wait, wait, wait.   We are holding marathon floor sessions trying to get through the backlog of bills, many of which do need more discussion.  Through it all, one sees and hears a lot of activity in the hallways as groups and individuals maneuver to keep their particular pieces of the pie.  
Governor’s red pen?... Maybe he will need a paint roller!
         When my children were young; my daughter had a school project about household budgeting.  Her questions were many but of the same theme: “Mama, how much do we spend on house payments?  How much do we spend on food?  How much do we spend on car insurance?”  I offered to run a report and show her exactly where our family spent money.  Looking at the report she quickly noted “Mama, this cannot be right.  It looks like we’re spending more than we have.”  I answered “Sometimes that’s true.  What do you think we should cut out?” Without hesitation she responded “Everything of my brothers’.”  
         There is a curious mindset in the legislature now.  Though it is true that we have met our constitutional obligation to repay the state savings account (the Constitutional Budget Reserve) funds borrowed over past years, this year feels like we are determined to spend everything we have and then some.  I’m not proposing we cut everything of our brothers’, but showing some restraint is a serious matter.  If the legislature cannot turn our bloated wish list to a disciplined budget, I fully expect that the Governor will.   
Spring is in the air…. (Sort of)
         Anchorage Parks Foundation is once again offering two great programs this spring and summer.  
· The Challenge Grant Campaign gives up to $40,000 in matching funds for neighborhood park improvements in Anchorage and
 
· The Youth Employment in Parks program provides young people with a “first job” type experience while working in our neighborhood parks.  
         For more information about each of these excellent opportunities, please click on the links below:
 Challenge Grant Campaign     Youth Employment in Parks 
         Also, registration is now open for Anchorage’s traditional first of the season family foot race. The Anchorage Heart Run will be on Saturday, April 24th this year.  For more information and information on registering see link. Click here to register online. 

	         I'm Berta and I’m still listening...
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