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Representative Berta Gardner
Serving Geneva Woods, College Village, Green Acres,
Tudor, Taku and Campbell Park


	The Start of a Great Session
Dear Friends and Neighbors,
        The 26th Alaska State Legislature convened on January 20th and we are off to a roaring start!
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        One of my personal goals for this session is to constantly remind myself of the adage, “It’s the economy, Stupid.”  Recognizing that a vibrant and diverse economy is the way to achieve strong communities and opportunity for all of us, I am focusing on economic development.
        During the 4 years I’ve served in the legislature, it has become increasingly clear to me that finance is way we translate policy into action. In the broader world this tells us that we cannot have good healthcare, world class schools and universities, safe neighborhoods and all the good components a high quality of life unless we have a robust and diverse economy. How do we promote and support such an economy?  I think Department of Commerce, Community and Economic Development Commissioner Emil Notti said it well when he told a committee that three things are necessary:
· Low cost energy 
· A trained workforce 
· Efficient transportation 
        To Commissioner Notti’s list I would add accessible (not necessarily Cadillac) healthcare and a resources development which goes well beyond extraction and export.  We need to find ways to process our resources here, to create enhanced or even finished products right here, adding value to the raw materials.
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        I am excited about my four committee assignments for this session.  I value the process asking questions and offering amendments, along with the input by stakeholders and citizens.  I am serving on the Education, Community and Regional Affairs, Rules and Ethics Committees as well as budget subcommittees for the Department of Commerce, Community and Economic Development (CCED) and University of Alaska.  We all understand that Alaska, like the rest of the nation, is facing challenging financial times, but we cannot allow the challenges to blind us to our opportunities. 
            I’m also happy this year to be working with a student group at Polaris K-12 to make the Alaskan malamute the Alaska’s state dog.  Though I have no particular drive to have an official state dog, the students approached my office with this project after they’d researched the subject thoroughly.  My enthusiasm comes from the opportunity to work with the children, teaching them about the legislative process and supporting their efforts to bring an original idea to completion.  Who knows which kind of seeds for civic engagement and community activism may be planted along the way?
        This will be an exciting and busy session but please do not hesitate to contact me at any time with any issues or concerns you may have. I am always delighted to hear from Alaskans.

	I'm Berta and I'm still listening,
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