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Representative Berta Gardner
Serving Geneva Woods, College Village, Green Acres,
Tudor, Taku and Campbell Park


	We Are Adjourned
Dear Friends and Neighbors,
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Here I met with constituents Bob Stinson and Tom Walsh to talk about oil and gas issues. 


We spent the final hours of the session working out the details of the capital budget. I believe this is a year where we should be cautious with our spending so there are very few capital projects. Of interest to our district are highway funds for the Lake Otis and Tudor intersection and Seward Highway reconstruction between Dowling and Tudor. 
 A vote was taken last night to use up to 1.9 billion of funds in the Constitutional Budget Reserve (CBR) – our state savings account.  I voted NO because I do not like the idea of spending our savings when we are not in a crisis and because it allows the taking of up to $1.9 billion when we really only need about $400 million .  A complicated set of circumstances that allowed this back door draw on our savings account that, I believe, was unnecessary and ill advixed.
We approved both the operating and mental health budgets on Saturday. The Legislature also voted to accept federal stimulus.  Use of the funds at this point is largely subject to agencies applicant and Governor signature.  
The appointment process came to a head with the confirmation vote for Wayne Anthony Ross.  I believe that Mr. Ross is a fine man.  I enjoy the fact that he is a passionate, frank and colorful character.  The reason I voted against Mr. Ross is because he did not demonstrate that he has either the judicial knowledge or temperament to be Alaska’s top cop.  As recently as last week, he made statements and offered advice to the Governor that were in direct contradiction to her clear constitutional obligation. 
I am looking forward to coming back home and visiting with many of you.  With spring in the air, I thought you would like to know some of the great seasonal opportunities offered in our area:
 Parks and Recreation’s Youth Employment in Parks (YEP) has a variety of summer jobs available at Lynwood Park, Campbell Park, Bancroft Park and Helen Louise McDowell Sanctuary in our neighborhood.  
Contact April Reed at reedad@muni.org for more information.
Creek Clean-up will be May 9th this year.  It is a wonderful opportunity to spend the day outdoors with your family and friends picking up winter debris off the banks of our creeks.  Look for TEAM GARDNER on the Little Campbell creek bank!
Contact www.anchoragecreeks.org for more information.
The annual Bike to Work day is May 15th.  For more information contact http://www.muni.org/healthchp/BiketoWorkDay.cfm

	I'm Berta and I'm still listening,
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