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Representative Berta Gardner
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Tudor, Taku and Campbell Park


	What the Stimulus Package Does for Alaska
Dear Friends and Neighbors,
       First, I hope to see many of you at the constituent party this Saturday, February 28, at Tudor Elementary School from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.   Senator Ellis and I will be serving pizza and talking informally about the legislative session.  We invited Senators Begich and Murkowski to participate by telephone and have learned that Senator Begich will be available.
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This week I met with the Coalition of Student Leaders  to talk about the University of Alaska’s priorities for this session. 


       I know everyone has heard a lot about the “American Recovery and Reinvestment Act”, and I’d like to share some of what we know…or think we know about the plan.  This week my Democratic House colleagues and I signed a letter to House and Senate leadership expressing our desire to work together to ensure quick, diligent and wise use of the federal funds which we expect will come to our way.   The Governor and/or the Legislature has 45 days to accept the funds.  We need to get right to work on our plan, department by department, so that we have a clear and timely direction.
       At 800 pages, the Recovery Act not only makes available a lot of money – approximately $845 million if the state accepts it - but also contains many details about how the money will be distributed, should be spent and how it will be tracked.  In addition to the “shovel ready” projects that have been a focus in the media, the federal legislation also addresses many critical needs in Alaska.  Here are a few items of particular interest:
· Enhanced formula funding for education  –  $104 million; 
· Special education, children with disabilities, and early education - $39 million; 
· Needs-based grants for University students - $21 million; 
· Public safety/crime mitigation - $11 million; 
· Job creation/workforce development - $9 million; 
· Infrastructure/transportation - $175 million; 
· Broadband enhancement/education technology - $3 million; 
· Renewable energy - $18.5 million. 
       The Federal Government is not just handing over money however.  The Recovery Act lays out a competitive application process and requires acceptance of funding by authorized state representatives.  Some of the requirements the state must meet are:
· Provide detailed goals with benchmarks and outcome tracking; 
· Identify jobs to be created; 
· Promotion of made in America procurement requirements; 
· Initiate competitive bidding; 
· Engage small business where appropriate; 
· Prepare operations and maintenance plans and identify funding streams; and 
· Set up accounting systems that track and report the money in the manner required by the Recovery Act.  
       Alaskans will be glad to learn that the federal government is establishing a special oversight board and inspectors general to monitor and track progress against accountability measures and will report the use of funds by recipient.  If we are prepared, if we have good plans and public process, the Recovery Act can provide significant opportunity to Alaska and Alaskans.

	I'm Berta and I'm still listening,
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